
48 Tour Operators Handbook 2016 - 2017 49Tour Operators Handbook 2016 - 2017

THE MALTESE ISLANDS

TOUR OPERATORS’ INFO MANUAL 2020

Malta - Gozo - Comino
IN COLLABORATION  WITH

1



Images courtesy of the Malta Tourism Authority, 
photographer Malcolm Grima and the respective hotels.

2



Contents

Company Profile 
Tour Operating and Leisure 
MICE & Groups 
English Language Courses 
The Maltese Islands 
Discover Diving
Gallery
Map
Traditional Maltese Cuisine 
Events in Malta
Crafts of Malta 
Accommodation

4
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
15
19
27
29

3



Along the years, the company has built a strong 
strategic partnership with a vast network of reliable 
partners and thus enjoys excellent relationships with 
hoteliers, transport contractors, car rental companies, 
licensed guides, catering venues and other suppliers 
all over the Maltese Islands. These strong links have 
enabled the company to negotiate some of the most 
competitive rates available on the market. All this to 
the benefit of Globalair’s international partners. Our 

The vision of the company’s chairman is based on his strong 
belief in long-term partnerships, high quality services, coupled 
with competitive prices, based on care, trust and respect. 
These have been the key factors to the company’s success.

Established in 1982, Globalair Travel Ltd is a family owned company, built on the concept of 
quality service and a friendly approach, under the chairmanship of Count Joseph A. Bugeja. 
The company is one of the longest established and most respected in the travel industry in 
Malta. It also enjoys an excellent reputation amongst its many partners worldwide.

dedicated and efficient multi-lingual staff are the 
key to our success. It is through their steady and 
continuous endeavours that we have managed to 
ensure that the preferences and requirements of our 
many clients are met. By walking that extra mile we 
have managed to exceed our clients’ expectations 
thus gaining the trust and loyalty of our many 
associates who have made Globalair Travel their 
partner of choice
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Company Profile

Address:
Ewropa Business Centre,
Ground Floor, Dun Karm street,
B’Kara Bypass, Birkirkara, BKR 9034,
Malta

Tel:
+356 2347 3000

E-mail:
info@globalairtravel.com

Website:
www.globalairtravel.com



Our Tourplan ‘state of the art’ reservations system allows XML connectivity links of our product’s 
real time availability with the software of our overseas partners to enable them to access hotel 
rates, last minute special offers, availability etc., ensuring fast and high level performance.

Our skilled team have the knowledge of the product and can offer support to every Tour Operator 
in various fields including but not limited to :
• Product Development - Hotel product selection,  contracting and purchasing support.
• Airport transfers and representation by our multi-lingual staff.
• Car rental / Excursions / Cruises / Night tours.
• Tailor-made programmes for leisure groups
• An extensive programme of daily excursions by professional multi-lingual guides
• English language courses for individuals or small groups.
• Scuba Diving.
• Other tourism related services as requested by our partners.

The company provides a diversity of services for individual travel, leisure groups, eco-
tourism, sports groups, religious groups and English language study tours amongst others.

Globalair has also been an Erasmus Partner since 2012.

Tour Operating & Leisure
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M.I.C.E. Music & Choir Groups

Our team is committed to creating unique experiences as well as mastering operational 
excellence to make your event a memorable one.

The company has a dedicated department consisting 
of a highly professional, multi-lingual team ready to 
serve all your conference, incentive, meeting, seminar 
and other event needs. The team is innovative, 
flexible, creative, reactive and is 100% available to 
provide 24/7 support and hospitality. Our staff can 
provide you with all destination information you may 
require, detailed itineraries and new ideas within your 
budget requirement to ensure that you can compete 
effectively in your own source market.

Be it a concert, band, an orchestra or choir group, we at 
Globalair are happy to take care of all arrangements 
required for your concert/event/performance. 
We’d be happy to provide all services ranging from 
transfers, accommodation, assistance during the 
group’s stay and promotion of the event. You can 
count on us to find the ideal venue and ambience for 
your concert such as a public garden, open air space, 
an impressive Cathedral, idyllic church or a typical 
village festa setting, amongst many others.

M.I.C.E. & Groups
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Religious Groups

Student Groups

Sports & Activities

Malta is a haven for religious groups with over 360 
churches, shrines, grottoes and catacombs and with 
a history dating back thousands of years. The many 
temples around the islands, from as early as 3,000 BC, 
are evidence of how early settlers used to praise their 
gods and sacrifice animals in their honour. St Paul 
brought the Christian faith to Malta in AD60 making 
the Maltese people the oldest Christian people in the 
world. We offer tailor-made programmes which will 
give an in-depth insight of the history of Christianity 
in Malta.

Malta is the ideal spot for student groups offering 
a combination of education, safety and a variety of 
activities. We offer attractive student prices, special 
programmes and accommodation in multi-bedded 
rooms to suit your student groups’ requirements and 
make their stay enjoyable, safe, educational and fun.

Globalair Travel - Sport Groups Division can 
organise tailor-made programmes for a variety of 
sports disciplines. The company can also handle 
all land arrangements, training, tournaments and 
exhibition games for the visiting teams.

• Sports:
Football - Basketball - Hockey - Netball - Volleyball
- Cricket - Rugby - Swimming - Golf - Polo - Tennis
- Waterpolo - Handball - Table Tennis - Martial Arts
- Fencing etc

• Activities:
Trekking - Cycling - Bowling - Go Karting - Segway
- Body Zorbing - Scuba Diving - Sport Fishing -
Snorkelling - Horse Riding - Clay Pigeon Shooting
- Archery etc

Leisure & Cultural Groups
Globalair will organise your group’s programme of 
excursions highlighting places of interest which are 
a ‘must see’ when visiting the Maltese islands. Take a 
stroll in the island’s beautiful capital city of Valletta. 
Visit St John’s co-Cathedral and any other of the 360 
churches and chapels spread across the islands.

Explore the narrow streets of the old enchanting capital 
- Mdina. Relax your mind by visiting the sister island
of Gozo. Many are the places to visit and activities that
we can organise for you with professional licensed
guides and transportation to make your group’s stay
a truly enjoyable one. We can organise tailor-made
progammes for your cultural groups, offering a unique
and enlightening experience. Visit the many palazzos
and museums, have a gala dinner in the charming and
historic venue or an evening at the theatre. Malta’s rich 
history and culture has an endless array of treasures
for you to experience and explore - we will be your
beacon in leading the way.
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Malta is one of the most popular destinations in the world for people learning Eng-

lish.  There are over 40 officially accredited English Language Schools in Malta and 

Gozo offering a wide range of courses with teachers catering for all ages and levels 

of English.  

English Language schools in Malta & Gozo are accredited by EFL Monitoring Board 

which is government run and sets the standard , rules and regulations which 

the English language schools must strictly adhere to. Most schools are members 

of  FELTOM ( Federation of English Language Teaching Organisations in Malta ) 

which brings together all accredited English Language Schools under one national 

association with the scope of developing further and advance the quality of 

English language education to foreign students from all over the world in Malta. 

There are several accommodation options available to match 
the personal requirements and financial situation of the 
particular student. The choice includes staying with an 
English - speaking host family , self catering apartment or 
hotel accommodation. 

Globalair Travel can offer you rates and any further information 
you may require. 

English Language Courses
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The Maltese Archipelago, made up of five islands - Malta, Gozo and Comino 
- and two uninhabited islets Cominetto and Filfla are situated in the middle 
of the Mediterranean Sea, half way between Gibraltar and Alexandria, 95
km from the Italian island of Sicily and 288 km from Tunisia.

The Maltese people are known worldwide for their friendly nature and 
generosity and welcome visitors with open arms to proudly show them 
the treasures of their beloved islands.

Malta is probably unique in that no other place of this size offers such an 
astonishing concentration of cultural and historical attractions including 
prehistoric temples, archeological sites, museums, cultural monuments, 
palaces and other treasures spanning the entire history of mankind.

The prehistoric temples are older than Stonehenge and the Pyramids by 
over a thousand years. Malta also boasts three UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. All these sites present a living testimony to 7,000 years of civilisation 
in the Maltese islands.

The islands are well connected by both sea and air and  are just a few hours 
flying time from most mainland European airports with many scheduled, 
low-cost and charter flights on offer. Air Malta, the official airline operates 
flights to most major airports in Europe, North Africa and the Middle East. 
Catamaran services are available between Malta and Sicily with a trip 
to Pozzallo taking just one and a half hours and to Catania taking three 
hours.

The long relationship between the people of the Maltese Islands and the 
various nationalities that have occupied Malta over the centuries has 
created an interesting hotchpotch of worldly traditions, customs and 
characteristics, giving the islands a fascinating eclectic culture that 
makes the Maltese people truly unique. Whether you visit the island for 
vacation, culture, study, sport or conference you can be sure of one thing... 
that Malta will always welcome you with traditional hospitality.

Time

EU Member State

GMT +1
GMT +2 in summer

since 2004

Currency
Euro

Political System

Population

Republic

432,000

Size
Malta: 246 km2

Gozo: 67 km2

Comino: 3 km2

Airport
Malta International Airport, Gudja

Average Temperatures
14.1oC in winter (Nov to Apr)
32.0oC in summer (May to Oct)

The 
Maltese
Islands
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The Maltese Islands’ clear blue Mediterranean 

sea offers some of the best diving in Europe. 

All three islands are superb for diving and offer 

some unique diving experiences because of the 

combination of great dive sites , fantastic wrecks 

, incredibly clear warm water and an array of 

marine life. The water has incredibly clear 

visibility up to 40 meters.

Leading Dive Magazines have placed 
The Maltese Islands as the Top 
European Destination and the third 
best diving location in the world.

Globalair Travel can provide you with rates 

for  shore dives or boat dives for both your 

individual clients or small groups with all 

levels of experience.

Discover Diving
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db San Antonio Hotel + Spa
Primera Hotel 

The Palace
Preluna Hotel
The Victoria Hotel
Plaza Hotels

Grand Hotel Excelsior Malta (Floriana l/o Valletta)
The Phoenicia
Castille Hotel

be. HOTEL
Cavallieri Art Hotel
Hotel Juliani
Marina Hotel Corinthia Beach Resort
Beach Garden Hotel
The District Hotel
Valentina Hotel

Pergola Hotel & Spa
Maritim Antonine Hotel & Spa
Mellieha Bay Resort
Paradise Bay Resort
Ramla Bay Resort (Marfa l/o Mellieha)
Solana Hotel & Spa
db Seabank Resort & Spa

Dolmen Resort Hotel & Spa
Seashells Resort at Suncrest
Soreda Hotel

Corinthia Hotel St. George’s Bay
Hilton Malta
InterContinental Malta
Radisson Blu Resort Malta St. Julian’s

Radisson Blu Resort & Spa Malta 
Golden Sands

Bayview Hotel & Apartments
Blubay Apartments

Hotels by Location
1 Bugibba

2 Golden Sands

3 Gzira limits of Sliema

4 Mellieha

5 Qawra

6 Sliema

7 St Julian’s

7 St Julian’s (continued)

9 Xemxija

Gozo & Comino

10 Comino

12

13

14

Sannat

Xaghra

Xlendi

Porto Azzurro Aparthotel

Comino Hotel

Ta’ Cenc Hotel

Cornucopia Hotel

St. Patrick’s Hotel
11 San Lawrenz

Kempinski Hotel San Lawrenz

N
Malta

Comino

Gozo
Malta

13Xaghra

11San Lawrenz

12Sannat
14Xlendi

10

9Xemxija

8Valletta

6Sliema

7St. Julian’s

3Gzira

4Mellieha

1Bugibba

2Golden Sands

5Qawra
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Malta

Comino

Gozo
Malta

13Xaghra

11San Lawrenz

12Sannat
14Xlendi

10

9Xemxija

8Valletta

6Sliema

7St. Julian’s

3Gzira

4Mellieha

1Bugibba

2Golden Sands

5Qawra

Maltese History in Brief

First settlers arrive in Malta from Sicily. Ghar Dalam phase.
Construction of Megalithic temples.
Phoenician rule.
Roman rule begins during Second Punic War.
Saint Paul the apostle shipwrecked off Malta.
Byzantine Rule.
Arab Rule.
Norman Rule.
Swabian, Angevian and Aragonese Rule.
The Knights of St. John take possession of the islands.
The Great Siege. Ottoman besiege Malta in an
overwhelming force but are defeated by a small army of 
Knights and Maltese.
Founding of Valletta, the new capital city, named after
Grand Master La Vallette, hero of the Siege.
The French army under Napoleon Bonaparte invades the
islands on the way to Egypt. Knights of St. John expelled
after 268 years in Malta. Inquisition abolished.
Maltese revolt against the French who are expelled. British 
rule begins.
Malta granted Independence, becoming a sovreign nation 
within the Commonwealth.
Maltese becomes a Republic.
Malta becomes a member of the European Union.

5000 BC
3600 - 2500 BC

800 - 480 BC
218 BC
60 AD

395 - 870
870  - 1090
1090 - 1194
1194 - 1530

1530
1565

1566

1798

1800

1964

1974
2004

Timeline of Maltese History

Although small, Malta has a vast and rich history, with evidence 
of habitation going back to the Neolithic era (4th Millenium B.C.). 
Its strategic location and good harbours in the middle of the 
Mediterranean Sea have attracted Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, 
Arabs, Normans, Crusaders, the French and finally the British, with 
the colonial period lasting until 1964.
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Traditional Maltese Cuisine
Maltese food has evolved over thousands of years , influenced by many 

cultures brought over by foreign powers including - the Phoenicians, 

Carthaginians, Romans, Arabs, Normans, Sicilians, the Knights, the French 

(briefly) and the British –  who at some point in time occupied or traded with 

Malta. Each of these left their mark, but to make it more complicated , cultures 

influenced one another , so what may have started as an Arab way of cooking 

also effected the Sicilian cuisine so what you may think of as Sicilian is re-

ally an Arab influence. Turkish and Moorish slaves taught their Maltese cap-

tors their own ways of cooking and the Knights brought with them regional 

cuisines from the areas of the countries they came from.  The end result of 

Malta serving as a meeting point of so many cultures resulted in a delicious 

mixture of edible traditions. 

It is the blending of these different cooking ways and recipes which produced   

the “ Traditional Maltese Cuisine”. These recipes have lasted over the centuries 

and now reflect what most Maltese and Gozitan people have come to love.
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1. Gbejna
Small round cheese made from sheep or goats milk. Gbejniet are mainly 
associated with the island of Gozo but they are also made in Malta. They can come 
in a variety of forms : fresh, sundried , salt cured or peppered.

2. Pastizzi
Pastizzi tal-irkotta (cheese cakes) or Pastizzi tal-pizelli (pea cakes) are 
a traditional savoury pastry and very popular. Pastizzi can be eaten at anytime of 
the day as a quick snack with hot or cold beverages. 

3. Fenek
The traditional Maltese stewed rabbit (Stuffat tal-Fenek) cooked in wine, garlic 
and herbs is considered to be Malta’s national dish. 

4. Bragoli
The most popular version of Bragoli involves typical Maltese bread, bacon, parsley, 
garlic and hard boiled eggs all stuffed inside prime thinly-sliced beef steaks. The 
rolls are then cooked in red wine and garnished in sautéed onions, carrots and bay 
leaves. The sauce is often used with a pasta dish as a first course.

1 2

3

4
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5. The Honey Ring
Traditional Maltese sweet made from marmalade, orange & lemon peel, black 
treacle, spices and semolina flour. This speciality may be enjoyed during coffee 
time or as a desert. The origins of the Honey Ring dates back to the 15th Century.

6. Imqaret
Diamond shaped traditional Maltese pastries stuffed with dates which are then 
deep fried and are usually infused with the flavours of aniseed and bay leaves. 
Imqaret are of Arabic origin and were introduced to Malta during the period of the 
Arab invasion of the island between 870 AD and the 11th Century.

7. Aljotta
This traditional soup is made from the small fish one can find at markets. This 
soup calls for the whole fish – head and tail included – and includes garlic, bay 
leaves, onions,  lemons juice, white rice and tomatoes all blended together in order 
to develop the best flavour possible. 

8. Kinnie
The bitter sweet fizzy soft drink Kinnie is made from bitter oranges & 
aromatic herbs normally served cold and with a slice of orange. This is 
considered by many as Malta’s national drink.

65

7

8
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9. Lampuki Pie
Made from dorado fish , a mild , delicious white fish that forms the heart of a dish 
that hints at English cooking with some Arab flavours (mint, lemon peel and 
raisons add some exotic punch) and Italian influence (tomatoes, olives and 
capers).

10. Timpana
Baked pasta with layers of mince, bacon and hard-boiled eggs in between the 
layers of penne encased in pastry.

11. Kwarezimal
Traditional spicy chewy biscuit usually baked during Lent. They are made from 
combining a mixture of ground almonds and spices and then drizzled with honey 
and chopped almonds.  Kwarezimal originated from the time of the Knights of 
Malta and the name refers to “quaresima” the forty days of Lent.

12. Maltese Bread
Crusty sourdough bread , usually baked in wood ovens. Bread accompanies the 
great majority of local dishes and Hobz tal-Malti tastes like no other bread in the 
world. However to enjoy it at its best it must be eaten fresh , on the same day it is 
baked.  A popular local snack is Hobz biz-zejt which is a thick slice of bread rubbed 
with ripe tomatoes and dipped in olive oil. Qormi is the capital of bread-making in 
Malta, so much so, that during the rule of the Knights Hospitaller it was known as 
“Casal Fornaro” meaning the bakers’ town.

9 10

11

12
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Events in Malta
Globalair Travel can organise guided tours for your groups programme and 
also tickets, if required, to any of the under mentioned events.

19



1. The Baroque Festival ( January )
The Baroque Festival was developed as a celebration of the aristocratic grandeur 
of Valletta, Malta’s baroque capital city and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 
Festival takes place in January with top international baroque musicians and 
ensembles performing in various events and in wonderful baroque and historical 
venues throughout its two week musical extravaganza  in Valletta. 

2. Malta Carnival ( February )
Maltese Carnival  (Il-Karnival ta’ Malta) has been a part of the Maltese culture 
for nearly five centuries , since the arrival of the Knights of St John in 1535 but 
some studies even date the first carnival revelry back to the year 1470. Carnival  
is celebrated over a 5 day period in February with the main events 
taking place in Valletta but some towns and villages also organise their own 
smaller version of these festivities. In Gozo the main festivity is in Nadur. 

Many of the local carnival  enthusiasts have inherited the art and skill of carnival 
float-building through their forefathers and ancestors  and would spend up to 
a whole year in preparation to be able to participate and proudly compete in the 
carnival parade. 
Celebrations include fancy dress parties , dance competitions and a parade of 
hundreds of symbolic floats, with dancers in elaborate costumes partying aboard, 
presided over by the King Carnival float which is considered to be the best and 
most beautiful of them all.
Both adults and children dress up in all sorts of funny or weird costumes during 
these celebrations and go out and mingle with the floats. 

3. The Malta Marathon ( February / March )
The Malta Marathon is a yearly event taking place in late February / March  that 
attracts about 4,000 athletes from all over the globe taking part in either the full or 
half run marathon.  Both races start from the old city of Mdina and wind through 
the country roads and towns to reach the Finish Line at the ‘Sliema Strand’. A third 
race category is the Endo Walkathon (21 kms) which is a walk-jog-run-race. 
Like in every marathon, you will see some athletes adding to the fun of it by 
wearing some great light-hearted costumes for their run.

2

3

1
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4. The Opera Festival ( March )
The Opera Festival held in March every year is hosted at 
The Manuel Theatre in Valletta and features both local and foreign performers. 
The Manuel Theatre built in 1731 by the Knights of St John 
is considered to be the third oldest working theatre in Europe and the 
oldest theatre still in operation in the Commonwealth of Nations. The operas 
have been well-known ones such as Falstaff, La Traviata, La Nozze di Figaro 
and Il Barbiere di Seviglia. 

5. Good Friday Processions ( Easter time - March / April  )
Good Friday is celebrated in the churches around the island with an afternoon 
service and afterwards processions are held in various villages with life-size 
statues. 
Each statue representing a particular episode in the Passion of Christ is taken 
out of the parish church by a group of bearers in a procession around the village 
streets. 
The procession will be accompanied by the village band and scouts groups as 
well as Roman soldiers wearing armour , biblical characters and children carrying 
symbolic items.  
These Good Friday processions ,which started to be organised as early as the 
16th century , are held in various towns and villages across Malta and Gozo. 

44
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6. Fireworks Festival ( April / May )
The Malta International Fireworks Festival is an annual event held at the end 
of April to commemorate Malta’s accession into the European Union on 1st May 
2004.  The spectacular displays over a three day period  take place in Valletta’s 
grand harbour and other locations.  The expertise of the Maltese in fireworks is put 
to the test when local aerial pyrotechnic talent competes with international fire-
work companies from all over the world to bring visitors spectacular pyrotechnic 
performances accompanied by music. 

7. The Maltese Village Feasts ( May to October )
The Maltese village feasts  are all a big part of the local culture and central village 
life which has been going on for many generations.  There are over 60 festas  held 
in Malta and Gozo  between the months of May and September. Each festa is a 4 
day celebration  held to celebrate and to show the level of devotion of the village 
people to their respective patron saint and will include band marches , colourful 
lights ,  processions , confetti throwing,   firework displays , street stalls and street
parties. The streets of the village are decorated with statues and banners 
dedicated to their saint. The ceremonial highlight of any festa is the carrying of 
the heavy life-size religious statues which is usually accompanied by a roaring 
crowd cheering them on. 
The feasts in Malta and Gozo are religious celebrations organised by the local 
parish. The facade of the parish church of the village  is extravagantly decorated 
and lit up in hundreds of coloured light bulbs  which make it look breath taking.  

8. Ghanafest ( June )
Ghanafest is Malta’s folk music festival which takes places over a few days in 
June every year.  In the recent past , folk has  been experiencing a revival the 
world over thanks to efforts by young musicians. This festival, apart from being 
part of this revival,  is also  a celebration of Malta’s folk music heritage and the 
diversity of Mediterranean and world music add to the rich and interesting 
program of Ghana, Maltese bands and international world music acts.  Ghana 
(folk music)  comes in different forms with each having its own characteristic 
and this festival has helped to create awareness while keeping this old Maltese 
tradition alive.  The festival takes visitors to different locations  and into the heart 
of Malta’s oldest villages. 

6

7

8
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9. The isle of MTV ( June / July )
The Isle of MTV is the largest free open-air  music festival in Europe and is 
organised annually on one day in late June or July. This music festival attracts 
over 50,000 people and is held at The Granaries in  Floriana. 
World-class International superstars of the music industry that have performed at 
the Isle of MTV festival include : Madonna , Lady Gaga ,Snoop Dog , the Black Eyed 
Peas , Enrique Iglesias , David Guetta ,Shaggy ,  Kelis , and Scissor Sisters.   Malta’s 
own very best Maltese bands and singers will also perform.   
The show is broadcast on the MTV network. There will be other official events 
connected with the Isle of MTV throughout that whole week. 

10. Malta International Jazz Festival ( July )
Malta International Jazz Festival is a three day long festival held in July at 
the waterfront location of Ta Liesse in Valletta. Various top international and 
Maltese music legends have played at this event including : Diana Krall ; Mike Stern 
; Joe Zawinul ; Cubanismo ;   Nathalie Cole ; John Schofield ; Betty Carter  ; Herbie 
Hancock ; Brad Mehldau ; Chick Corea ; and Michel Petrucciani.  Visitors can enjoy 
some local delicacies sold at the many food and drink stalls while enjoying an 
eclectic mix of jazz styles from the current musical scene. 

99
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11. International Arts Festival ( July )
The Malta International Arts Festival held in July every year is a celebration 
comprising a wide variety of art forms such as  theatre, dance, music and arts. 
This festival gives an opportunity to both well established  and also emerging 
Maltese artists to showcase their work and talent and engage with wider 
audiences. It also hosts well established foreign acts. The events include virtuoso 
music performances, visual installations, dance, and international acts. Most of 
the activities, performances, and exhibitions are focused around Valletta and the 
festival features both international and local talent. 

11 11

11

24



12. The Malta International Air Show ( September )
The Malta International Air Show is organised annually in September at the Malta 
International Airport and other locations.   The show hosts many aircraft both 
civil and military that come from all over the world offering some spectacular and 
impressive aerial displays and also static shows of the huge range of planes and  
helicopters while on the ground.  

13. Notte Bianca ( September / October )
Notte Bianca is held annually in the autumn ( September or October ) and lights 
up the cityscape of the whole of Valletta from City Gate to Fort St Elmo  with a 
spectacular nocturnal celebration of people, culture and arts. 
This nightlong arts and culture  event will see the capital’s streets and cultural 
venues come alive with theatres , palaces , museums , historical buildings and 
art galleries staying open almost through the entire night.  To complete the full 
cultural mix there will be visual art exhibitions and also some dance and theatre 
performances in the state palaces and museums while  the open air piazzas  and 
streets will play host to some of the finest local and international musicians and 
dancers.  
This event is considered to be  the largest cultural event held in Valletta which in 
2018 will be the “European Capital of Culture”.

1312

13

13
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14. Birgufest ( October )
Birgufest is a three-day event taking place in Birgu (Vittoriosa) in October 
with the purpose of highlighting by Candlelight  the beautiful architecture and 
the rich heritage of this old city which is one of the oldest in Malta. The city is 
decorated for the occasion and the streets are lit up with a gentle glow by 
thousands of candles. There will be a good number of food stands offering 
Maltese delicacies and other food. Visitors can also see a Knights of St John and 
World War II re-enactment. 
For those that love art and music there will be various musical concerts ranging 
from classical to modern and various exhibitions making this truly a feast to be 
enjoyed by all ages. 

15. Malta Classic Mdina Grand Prix ( October )
The Malta Classic Mdina Grand Prix comprises three exhilarating events: the Mal-
ta Classic Hill Climb, the Malta Classic Concours d’Elegance, and the Malta Classic 
Grand Prix. Over the four day program held in October each year  the event offers 
all classic car collectors the opportunity to display some of their true automotive 
gems. They can also participate in timed sprints and demonstration runs beneath 
the imposing bastions of Mdina.
The event brings to Malta some of Europe’s finest classic cars to race wheel to 
wheel. 
Over 70 pre-1976 classic cars participate in this event with the oldest car  being in 
the region of 90 years old. 

16. The Malta International Choir Festival ( November )
The Malta International Choir Festival is held in the odd-numbered years every 
November and runs over four days. The festival has a competitive side, as well as a 
non-competitive programme  and is spread over several beautiful venues ranging 
from theatres to churches and several other public places in both Malta and Gozo. 
Normally no less than 35 choirs composed of over 1,000 choristers participate in 
this event hailing from different countries from all over the world. A big majority 
of these choirs will also participate in one or more of the competitive categories, 
that is, sacred or secular. Another important aspect of the festival is the 
pedagogical part which takes place in the form of workshops or masterclasses.

14

15

16
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Crafts of Malta
Malta pottery is amongst the most ancient of Maltese crafts and has been 
around as early as its first inhabitants. Many pieces unearthed from the 
Megalithic period are works of art. The most precious is “The Sleeping 
lady” found at the Hypogeum. This craft is still practised today and the 
pottery industry creates a big variety of objects ranging from household 
items to souvenirs.

Some objects are carefully and meticulously painted in a wide range of 
colours.
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1. Lace ( Bizzilla )
Lacemaking in Malta and Gozo can be traced way back to the 16th century. The Maltese quickly excelled 
at this craft and produced beautiful and fine examples of lace. During the time of the Knights of St John, 
ornamental lace was introduced as a fashion accessory, to embellish the clothing of nobles and the 
aristocracy. A distinguishing feature of Maltese / Gozitan lace is the symbolic eight-pointed Maltese 
crosses that are worked into most, but not all, of the lace produced. In many of Gozo’s small towns one 
can still see local women on their doorsteps or in the village square engrossed in this beautiful tradition. 

2. Filigree
This craft first originated in Egyptian times but was later perfected by the Greeks and Etruscans from the 
6th to the 3rd century BC. It was the Phoenicians who introduced Filigree-making to the Maltese Islands. 
The making of filigree became and still is a part of the Maltese heritage. This craft has since been handed 
down from one generation to the next. 
Maltese Filigree is the delicate, complicated and detailed art of creating intricate jewellery pieces using 
precious metal threads made of silver of gold. Along the years the Maltese, by using techniques and styles 
which differ a great deal from that of other countries, have evolved this into a unique craft. 

3. Glass blowing
The beautifully designed ornaments with rich colours and interesting shapes produced by these artistic 
and talented craftspeople of today are very typically Maltese in design and strong Mediterranean colours 
are used. From raw materials, molten glass is created and mouth blown by experienced and very skilled 
glassmakers using blowpipes. By using their hands and just basic tools they shape the molten glass into a 
beautiful and colourful decorative ornament.

4. The Maltese Clock
The Maltese Clock real origin is difficult to trace however tradition has it that they adorned houses of the 
Maltese nobility as far back as the 17th century. The arlogg tal-lira is so called because it used to cost a 
gold sovereign. These clocks  were produced over a period of around one hundred and fifty years at a time 
when only the aristocracy and the Church could afford them. There were three main artisans involved in 
producing the final finished product. While the carpenter constructed the wooden case the clock-maker 
then  developed the clock’s mechanism until finally the guilder-painter took responsibility of the whole 
production and made all the finishing touches to the clock.
High-quality reproductions of the Maltese clocks are being produced and decorated with gold leaf and  bare 
carvings and with colours which are similar to the originals. These can be in the original size or miniature  
ones can also be found.
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Globalair Travel Ltd can offer a wide range of accommodation 
including luxurious 5 star to the modest 3 star category 
hotels, self catering apartments, villas, houses of character 
and farmhouses.

Whether you are looking for accomodation for your next meeting, event 
leisure group or for F.I.Ts, we would be pleased to assist you in making the 
right choice. Our team can assist you with negotiations by having joint 
contracting meetings with hotels if you require your own specific rates and 
allocations, or else we will forward the hotel rates required and a number of 
rooms on allocation can be offered through our bed bank.

In either case our team will always update you with the last minute special 
offers and revised shorter releases to increase sales and competitiveness in 
your specific market.

Approximate flying times to Malta
Amsterdam
Athens
Belgrade
Brussels
Cairo
Casablance
Catania
Dublin
Frankfurt
Geneva
Larnaca
Lisbon
London
Madrid
Manchester
Moscow
Paris
Rome
Sofia
Stockholm
Tel Aviv
Vienna
Warsaw
Zurich

3hrs 10mins
1hr 45mins
2hrs 20mins
3hrs
2hrs 40mins
3hrs
2hrs 40mins
3hrs 45mins
2hrs 40mins
2hrs 20mins
2hrs 45mins
3hrs 10mins
3hrs
2hrs 30mins
3hrs 30mins
4hrs 15mins
2hrs 40mins
1hrs 20mins
2hrs
4hrs 15mins
3hrs
2hrs 25mins
3hrs 15mins
2hrs 20mins

Accommodation
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ANYQUESTIONS?JUST CALL US

Ewropa Business Centre, Ground Floor, Dun Karm 
street, B’Kara Bypass, Birkirkara, BKR 9034, Malta 

tel: +356 2347 3000
info@globalairtravel.com
www.globalairtravel.com




